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Yes, Christina Hoff Sommers is a Rape Denialist
December 7, 2014 in Students

May 2015 Update | Christina Hoff Sommers has posted a rebuttal to this post on her Facebook page, and
I’ve written a reply to that rebuttal. In the course of composing that reply I discovered that one claim I
made in the post below was in error — I apologized for that error in the reply linked above, and I have
corrected it in the blogpost here.

If you were around for the so-called Culture Wars of the mid-1990s, you probably remember Christina Hoff
Sommers — her 1994 book Who Stole Feminism? was a centerpiece of right-wing attacks on mainstream
feminist theory and organizing at the time. Recently Sommers has re-emerged as the “mom” — that’s literally
what they call her — of #GamerGate, that weird movement of video game fans obsessed with “ethics in gaming
journalism” and what they see as feminist attacks on their hobby.

I haven’t paid more than desultory attention to Sommers since the nineties, so when I somehow wound up at her
Twitter feed on Saturday I was surprised to see her supportively retweeting this:

The assertions in this tweet — that Rolling Stone “invented” its recent story on an alleged gang rape and that
this supposed invention single-handedly discredits broader “rape culture” arguments — struck me as even more
ridiculous than I’d remembered Sommers being back in the day, so I fired off a quick tweet expressing my
surprise.

Too quick, as it turned out, because when I went back to Sommers’ timeline, I saw that it was stuffed with even
weirder stuff, much of it in Sommers’ own words. Mildly embarrassed by my ignorance of her current
mindset, I deleted the tweet, but as I did so I noticed that several people had already responded to it, so I figured
I should explain:

Joanna Williams
@jowilliams293

If universities are really in the grip of a rape culture, why did 

Rolling Stone need to invent their story on the topic?

2:53 PM - Dec 6, 2014

89 84 people are talking about this

Angus Johnston
@studentactivism

Deleted my CH Sommers tweet. I hadn't realized quite how 

deep down the rape denialist well she'd fallen.

3:20 PM - Dec 6, 2014

5 34 people are talking about this

https://studentactivism.net/category/students/
https://studentactivism.net/2015/05/13/a-response-to-christina-hoff-sommers/
http://lmgtfy.com/?q=based+mom
http://rhrealitycheck.org/article/2014/09/09/gamergate-reveals-silencing-women/
https://twitter.com/jowilliams293
https://twitter.com/jowilliams293
https://twitter.com/jowilliams293/status/541304410811662336
https://twitter.com/jowilliams293/status/541304410811662336
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=541304410811662336
https://twitter.com/jowilliams293/status/541304410811662336
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/studentactivism
https://twitter.com/studentactivism
https://twitter.com/studentactivism/status/541311133718937600
https://twitter.com/studentactivism/status/541311133718937600
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=541311133718937600
https://twitter.com/studentactivism/status/541311133718937600
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256


11/3/2018 Yes, Christina Hoff Sommers is a Rape Denialist |

https://studentactivism.net/2014/12/07/yes-christina-hoff-sommers-is-a-rape-denialist/ 2/15

This second tweet wasn’t directed to her, as you can see — I didn’t include her screen name in it, didn’t @ her
on it. It was a heads-up to my own Twitter folks about why the previous tweet had disappeared. But she found it
anyway, and RTed it, along with a followup declaring that “Much of the data on sexual violence is flawed.
Victims need good research & smart policies—not hype.”

Sommers only has about 32,000 followers, but those two tweets unleashed a flood of responses — all, sadly,
while I was on my way to my kid’s birthday party. A few of the tweets were over-the-top repulsive. Most,
though, just took issue — often abusively — with my charge that Sommers is a “rape denialist.” It’s those that I
wished I’d had time and space to reply to as they came in, and those that I’d like to respond to today. Because I
do consider Sommers a rape denialist, and I think it’s important to say exactly what I mean.

So. Why do I say it, and what do I mean?

I mean this: Christina Hoff Sommers, in her many recent public statements about rape and sexual assault in
America, understates the prevalence of rape in this country in ways that are unsupported by the evidence. She
analogizes America’s rape crisis to entirely invented “crises” of the past while wildly overstating the
evidence for the existence of an epidemic of false rape claims. To read her writing, watch her videos, and follow
her on Twitter is to be given a wholly unrealistic impression of the scale and seriousness of rape in America.
And that’s the case — and this is crucial — even if you agree with her contention that rape reporting data is
seriously flawed.

Let me say that again, because this was a core claim that her supporters made on Saturday afternoon: I am not
calling Christina Hoff Sommers a rape denialist because we rely on different statistical estimates of the
prevalence of rape. I am calling her a rape denialist because the way she deploys even her own preferred
statistics is fundamentally bogus.

Enough introduction. Let’s get down to cases.

On Saturday Sommers tweeted me a link to a video in which she critiqued a 2011 CDC study that concluded
that about 1.3 million women were raped in 2010, saying that “the agency’s figures are wildly at odds with the
official crime statistics, the Justice Department’s annual crime survey.” She’s referring to the National Crime
Victimization Survey (NCVS), which, she says, “reports that there were about 188,000 rapes and sexual assaults
in 2010.”

What’s behind this discrepancy, to Sommers’ mind? Beyond unspecific methodological concerns, Sommers
offers a number of concrete criticisms of the study’s questioning and statistical analysis.

None of these criticisms hold up.

To begin with, Sommers claims that “no-one interviewed” by the CDC “was asked if they had been raped or
sexually assaulted,” but this claim is ridiculously misleading. The study’s core rape estimate was generated by
respondents’ answers when asked whether anyone had “used physical force or threats of physical harm to make
you have” anal, oral, or vaginal sex — a clear, straightforward, unambiguous description of rape. Some 620,000
of the women that the CDC reported as having been raped in the previous year — almost exactly half of the
total — were the result of affirmative answers to that question.

And what about the rest? They answered in the affirmative to questions about either attempted rape or rape
facilitated by drugs or alcohol. There too, Sommers dramatically misstates the statistical evidence.

As an example, Sommers makes the following claim: “Sixty-one point five percent of the women the CDC
projected as rape victims in 2010 experienced what the CDC called ‘alcohol and drug facilitated penetration.'”

https://twitter.com/CHSommers/status/541311790765051905
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLytTJqkSQqtr7BqC1Jf4nv3g2yDfu7Xmd&v=lNsJ1DhqQ-s&params=OAFIAVgV&mode=NORMAL&app=desktop
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs_report2010-a.pdf
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Here she leaves the clear impression that more than three-fifths of the incidents of rape reported fell into this
category, but that’s not the case. Although 61% of the women the CDC says were raped did report alcohol and
drug facilitated penetration, 49% reported forced penetration, and another 41% reported attempted forced
penetration. Many, in other words, reported multiple types of assault, and alcohol and drug facilitated
penetration accounts for 41%, not 61%, of the reports.

But that statistical sleight-of-hand is only a small part of Sommers’ misrepresentation in this area. She
suggests that the CDC counts consensual “sex while inebriated” as rape — indefensible, if true — but she does
so by selectively and tendentiously quoting from the questionnaire. In fact, that section of the questionnaire —
read to all respondents, but never mentioned by Sommers — states specifically that the questions within
it concern sexual contact that “happens when a person is unable to consent to it or stop it from happening
because they were drunk, high, drugged, or passed out from alcohol, drugs, or medications.”

Sommers knows this, but she deliberately excludes it from her writing and speaking on the topic in order to
facilitate her misrepresentation of the CDC report.

Want more? Here’s more. Sommers claims that the NCVS found that there were “about 188,000 rapes and
sexual assaults in 2010.” But the CDC figure of 1.3 million, as we have seen, includes both completed and
attempted rape, which Sommers’ 188,000 does not. Adding together the NCVS stats for completed and
attempted rape, to make it an apples-to-apples comparison with the CDC, gives us a total of a quarter million
victims.

May 2015 Note | I have discovered that the above claim was erroneous. Details here.

So yes, the CDC found more sexual assaults than the NCVS, and yes, they found it by asking broader questions.
(The NCVS asks about “rape, attempted rape, or other type of sexual attack.”) But the CDC’s questions are far
more robust than she claims and the one category of sexual assault that she singles out for mockery is both more
reasonable and a smaller portion of the whole than she would have us believe.

Sommers urges us to reject the CDC data as preposterous, in other words, but the arguments she puts forward
against it are factually weak and intellectually dishonest.

And if her data-based arguments are spurious, what she does with them is even worse. In the video linked above
she describes the “women’s crisis” portrayed by research such as the CDC’s as “manufactured,” and as
“madness.” On Saturday morning she tweeted that the United States is currently in the midst of a “rape panic”
analogous to the wholly invented Satanic ritual abuse scare of the 1980s, driven by a “false accusation culture
on campus.” And this wasn’t just a poorly phrased tweet — in it, she linked to a Time magazine column from
earlier this year in which she went on at length about the Satanic abuse panic and its “striking similarities” to
the rape “panic” of today. And after she tweeted that link she went even further, approvingly retweeting two
readers who likened our current dialogue around rape to the Salem witch trials.

There were no witches in Salem. There were no Satanic ritual abusers running preschools in the 1980s. But
even the NCVS, which Sommers cites as the “gold standard” for such statistics, concludes that nearly a quarter
of a million women experience rape or attempted rape each year. Our country’s rape crisis is real, not imaginary,
and it is the millions of American women who are raped, not the comparatively tiny number of men who are
falsely accused, who bear the overwhelming majority of its burden.

To claim otherwise can only be described as denial.

Note | As an anti-spam measure, the first comment on this blog from any commenter is automatically sent to
moderation. (Subsequent comments are typically approved automatically.) If you comment on this post, and you

https://studentactivism.net/2015/05/13/a-response-to-christina-hoff-sommers/
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/ncvs104.pdf
https://twitter.com/CHSommers/status/541274819569123328
http://time.com/100091/campus-sexual-assault-christina-hoff-sommers/
https://twitter.com/countingthetoll/status/541275443085983746
https://twitter.com/davidjacksmith/status/541278444039184384
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Hands up anybody now who’d trust
Rolling Stone to tell their story?

December 9, 2014 at 7:31 pm
Ophelia Benson

December 9, 2014 at 8:02 pm
Being surprised to see

December 10, 2014 at 12:27 am
I Was Not Part of the 90s Culture
Wars | Boteveg's Pub

December 10, 2014 at 12:41 am
My Little Takedown of Christina
Hoff Sommers | SINMANTYX

[…] Angus at Student Activism: Yes, Christina Hoff
Sommers is a Rape Denialist […]

I know the feeling. I too knew of
Sommers from Who Stole Feminism?
(and later from Martha Nussbaum’s critique of

her in Sex and Social Justice) and I too was amazed at what she’s turned into.
I’m still amazed by it – I keep being surprised anew.

But she’s a “scholar” at AEI. That explains a lot.

[…] Angus Johnston of StudentActivism says Yes,
Christina Hoff Sommers is a Rape Denialist. […]

[…] Which brings me to this summary of her dishonesty.
[…]

[…] Angus. “Yes, Christina Hoff Sommers Is a Rape
Denialist.” Accessed December 10, […]

haven’t commented before, be patient — your comment will go up as soon as I see it.

Update | A little more about my use of the word “denialism.” Some have claimed that since Sommers doesn’t
deny that rape exists at all, she can’t fairly be called a rape denialist. I address this in the post itself, but to
underscore and clarify:

If one misrepresents the true scope or scale of a real problem one can be fairly described as a “denialist” in that
arena. If you admit that climate change is real, but offer cooked, false data to misrepresent its extent, you’re a
climate change denialist. If you insist in the face of the evidence — as some widely-quoted pseudo-scholars do
— that the Nazis “only” killed a few hundred thousand Jews, you’re a holocaust denialist. And if you
continually, willfully misrepresent the statistics and scholarship surrounding rape and sexual assault in order to
foster a false narrative that minimizes the extent of that crisis, then yes, you’re a rape denialist.

May 13, 2015 Update | Sommers posted a reply to this five-month-old blogpost on Facebook this morning. My
response can be found here.

SPREAD THE WORD!
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December 10, 2014 at 7:34 am
pitchguest

This second tweet wasn’t
directed to her, as you can see

— I didn’t include her screen name in it, didn’t
@ her on it. It was a heads-up to my own Twitter
folks about why the previous tweet had
disappeared. But she found it anyway, and RTed
it, along with a followup declaring that “Much of
the data on sexual violence is flawed. Victims
need good research & smart policies—not hype.”

Sommers only has about 32,000 followers, but
those two tweets unleashed a flood of responses
— all, sadly, while I was on my way to my kid’s
birthday party. A few of the tweets were over-
the-top repulsive. Most, though, just took issue
— often abusively — with my charge that
Sommers is a “rape denialist.”

“Over-the-top repulsive.” Hahaha. Here’s what they said:

“lmao.”

“Better a frat house full of innnocent men go to jail than a single rapist walk
free. right?”

“that’s hilarious.”

“>Finding the truth is now denial 
LISTEN AND BELIIIIIEVE”

“I love when white men tell @CHSommers about how non-feminist she is.”

“Denialism? She looks into the hard data…”

“WTF? When did she deny rape, you’re an activist? Organised a lunch for the
homeless, that actually helps.”

“I have never heard CH Sommers deny rape. I have only seen her focus on
actual facts regarding the issue.”

“so wait, to deny bloated statistics is to deny rape? No one doubt’s there’s too
much rape, but bad policies arent helping”

“Don’t be silly, men can’t be innocent – that’s why they’re men! Just ask
Brian Banks, right?”

“It’s funny to me how quickly these little wanna-be commissars are willing to
abandon civil rights”
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“yeah, I’d just as soon read gmp or Katie Roiphe.”

“you mean she draws from a deep well of facts and data.”

“You do realize that she doesn’t deny that rape happens? You forgot the very
important word culture. Rape Culture Denialist.”

“Rape is bad, imprisonment of multiple people based on false rape claims is
worse.”

Which of these would you call “over-the-top repulsive”? And “repulsive”,
Angus? Seriously?

Want more? Here’s more. Sommers claims that
the NCVS found that there were “about 188,000
rapes and sexual assaults in 2010.” But the CDC
figure of 1.3 million, as we have seen, includes
both completed and attempted rape, which
Sommers’ 188,000 does not. Adding together the
NCVS stats for completed and attempted rape, to
make it an apples-to-apples comparison with the
CDC, gives us a total of a quarter million
victims.

Attempted rape is not rape. The keyword is in the word “attempted.” Much
like attempted murder is not actually murder. That’s how you bloat statistics
to further an agenda.

And after she tweeted that link she went even
further, approvingly retweeting two readers who
likened our current dialogue around rape to the
Salem witch trials.

There were no witches in Salem. There were no
Satanic ritual abusers running preschools in the
1980s.

That’s the point. And the comparison to the Salem witch trials isn’t done
literally, but figuratively. Before the Rolling Stone article featuring “Jackie”
(now identified) was debunked, there was a moral panic to hang these people
in the frat house out to dry. Before they had been convicted of any crime, they
were guilty, guilty, guilty. Except that, no, they weren’t. “Jackie’s” story
didn’t add up. She lied. The same thing happened with the students on the
Duke University lacrosse team. Brian Banks spent six years in prison for a
rape he did not commit and was forced to sign the sex offenders registry for
life, until the person he’d supposedly victimised confessed to him in person
she had been lying the whole time. (Luckily they were filming the encounter.)
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December 10, 2014 at 7:52 am
Angus Johnston

December 10, 2014 at 4:45 pm
pitchguest

December 10, 2014 at 5:45 pm
Angus Johnston

That’s the “rape panic” Sommers is referring to. To conclude she’s
DENYING rape, however, is, quote, “over-the-top repulsive.”

Responding to each of your comments,
Pitch:

1. Several of the tweets I got in response have since been deleted, but the
most repulsive one is still up, and doesn’t appear on your list: “fuck you, you
cunt with a mouth. @CHSommers is a godsend. She brings sense to this
world while you imprison innocent men.”

2. I included the attempted rape stats in with the rape stats when discussing
the NCVS numbers because Sommers used both when attacking the
“bloated” stats from the report that she doesn’t like, but only completed rape
when discussing the report that she does like. My point here was that she
made it appear that the two reports differ by more than 10X on their estimates
of the frequency of rape, when actually if you compare their numbers on an
apples-to-apples basis, the discrepancy is much smaller.

3. I don’t know what the difference between a literal and a figurative analogy
is. My point was that hers were poor ones for the reasons I stated.

1. Ahh. I didn’t see that one.

2. Well, isn’t that the point of defining bloated
statistics? If the rape stats include both completed and attempted rape, then
they’re going to appear to be much more severe. Hence the 1.8M number. But
if you remove the attempted rape stats from the equation then it’s ten times
less. I don’t see it as her reporting stats she likes/dislikes from an ideological
standpoint, just reporting stats in a more responsible manner. You don’t report
the number of deaths in the workplace by including the number of situations
that *almost* resulted in death. I don’t see how this is any different.

3. I suppose the difference is, a literal analogy in this case would be rousing
the rabble, where the crowd is admitted judge, jury and executioner and
administer some hanging until dead. A figurative analogy would be more
subdued. The term “witch hunt” is not meant literally. As you yourself said,
there were no actual witches in Salem (didn’t stop people from hanging
them). I thought I should clarify.

Pitch, like I said before — if you want
to claim that someone’s statistics are
bloated and yours are better, you have to make

an apples-to-apples comparison. If I’m claiming that you’re a rich capitalist
pig and I’m a poor starving artist, I can’t fairly include your porch and your
lawn in my figure for your house’s square footage while excluding my
bathroom and my foyer from mine. It’s just not kosher.

http://studentactivism.net/
http://studentactivism.net/
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January 3, 2015 at 5:51 am
someAnnoyingPerson

If we want to talk coherently about what the NCVS and the CDC say about
rape incidence in this country, we have to agree to terms first, and see what
each of the studies comes up with when they’re attempting to measure the
same thing. Sommers didn’t do that, so I fixed it for her.

As far as the analogy question goes, I’ll take one more swing at it, then give
up. Here goes:

All the evidence we have — solid, clear, uncontroverted evidence, the kind
that Sommers and I would both embrace without a millisecond’s hesitation —
makes it absolutely, entirely clear that the number of men who are falsely
convicted of rape is vanishingly small compared to the number of men who
rape with impunity. That’s not in doubt. That’s not remotely in doubt. There
is literally no coherent case to be made against it.

So. The number of men falsely convicted of rape is, in comparison to the
number of men who get away with rape, really really small. That’s
established. It’s known.

And given that, we have to acknowledge that the problem of unpunished rape
in this country is real. It’s substantial. You may not, and Sommers may not,
agree with me as to the scale of the crisis, but it’s clearly a real problem.

Witches in Salem? Not a real problem. Satanic ritual abusers running
preschools? Not a real problem. And so I find the analogies unhelpful.

And it’s not like there aren’t other analogies available to someone who
believes what Sommers believes. McCarthyism was an appalling violation of
civil liberties, but there were actual Soviet spies in the US in the fifties.
Banging the Stranger Danger drum is a lousy approach to keeping kids safe,
but random streetcorner abductions do occasionally happen. TSA security
theater is mostly worthless, but bad people do sometimes blow up airplanes.

The problem that I have with Sommers, ultimately, isn’t that she believes that
there are fewer rapes happening in this country than I do. There’s a lot of
ambiguity in the statistics, and reasonable people can disagree about which
ones should be taken the most seriously. But Sommers isn’t making
legitimate arguments. She’s misrepresenting the stats, she’s misrepresenting
the research, and she’s adopting unsustainable rhetorical postures.

It’s not right. It’s not appropriate. It’s not honest.

Honest question:

What do you consider a rape “crisis” ?

At which point will it stop being a “crisis” (I do not think that expecting a
literal zero incidence of rape is a reasonable, realistic criterion for
withdrawing the “Crisis” condition)?
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February 24, 2015 at 10:47 pm
skatologist

March 26, 2015 at 5:23 pm
Gregg Braddoch

April 3, 2015 at 9:09 am
Angus Johnston

Or is your characteristic based on some trend analysis (as far as I know,
trends are actually improving, with reporting increasing and rape incidence
decreasing, but maybe you have different data)?

Reblogged this on skatologist.

@Angus Johnston – The irony of this
whole article is summed up in this:

You criticize Sommers for only one part of her analysis of the CDC study, not
the entire analysis. A better look at the CDC study is as follows:

A. Low response rate and nonrepresentative sample. Meaning, the estimates
they arrived at are likely to be wildly misleading.

B. 61.5 percent of the women the CDC projected as rape victims in 2010
experienced what the CDC called quote ‘alcohol and drug-facilitated
penetration’ (Which they state could be either someone who is intoxicated or
someone who is passed out and unable to consent – Talk about inflating
numbers!)

C. Despite your attempts to discredit Sommers, the DOJ study determined
that even including attempted rapes will come nowhere close to 1 in 5. More
like 6.1 (lets say 7) out of 1000, which is actually less than in the general
populace 7.6 (lets say 8) out of 1000. 
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/rsavcaf9513.pdf

So yeah, really you calling Sommers a “rape denier” is a crock.

Gregg,

Taking your concerns in order…

On A, I’d be interested in hearing specific criticisms of the representativeness
of the CDC study, or evidence that its response rate or weighting fall outside
of established norms for similar surveys. I haven’t seen any such evidence.
Do you have any?

I addressed B in the post itself, but since you seem to have skimmed that part,
here’s a quote:

“That section of the questionnaire — read to all respondents, but never
mentioned by Sommers — states specifically that the questions within it
concern sexual contact that ‘happens when a person is unable to consent to it
or stop it from happening because they were drunk, high, drugged, or passed
out from alcohol, drugs, or medications.'”

The questions are explicitly about sexual assault, not consensual sex while
intoxicated.

http://skatologist.wordpress.com/
http://studentactivism.net/
https://skatologist.wordpress.com/2015/02/25/yes-christina-hoff-sommers-is-a-rape-denialist/
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/rsavcaf9513.pdf
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April 23, 2015 at 7:22 pm
Justin

May 13, 2015 at 1:48 pm
Alex

May 13, 2015 at 1:50 pm
Caroline Kitchens
(@cl_kitchens)

Regarding C, there are a number of problems with your gloss. Let’s take them
one at a time.

First, the “1 in 5” stat doesn’t come from the CDC study, as you claim, but
from a 2007 survey conducted by the Justice Department’s National Institute
of Justice. I didn’t discuss that study in this post.

Second, the “1 in 5” stat is an estimate of sexual assault rates while in
college. The DOJ/NCVS numbers you quote are annualized. Given that the
average time to completion is something in the range of five years these days,
you need to multiply your numbers by five right off the bat — from 6 out of
1000 to 30 out of 1000.

Third, the NIJ study and the NCVS report are measuring different things,
using different methodologies, so it’s hardly surprising that their numbers
don’t match up. As I noted in my post, my core complaint with Sommers isn’t
that she prefers the NCVS numbers to the CDC’s (or, in this case, the NIJ’s),
but that she misrepresents the data she disagrees with.

The “1 in 5” figure is, as it turns out, not one that I rely on myself. It’s based
on a much narrower sample than either the CDC or the NCVS used, and
extrapolating it to college students as a whole strikes me as a bit iffy.
Attacking people for criticizing 1-in-5 isn’t something I did in this post, and
it’s not something I’ve done elsewhere.

Sommers’ problems run deeper than any disagreement she and I may have
about how best to measure rates of sexual assault, and your criticisms of my
post don’t reach any of the flaws I noted in her writing on the subject.

it is so refreshing to see some back and
forth dialogue without dipping into the
vitriol that is so common on the internet.

What a sensationalist, shitty article

Christina Hoff Sommers posted a
detailed reply to this post on her
Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/thefactualfeminist/posts/854300734605539

http://twitter.com/cl_kitchens
https://www.facebook.com/thefactualfeminist/posts/854300734605539
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May 13, 2015 at 2:08 pm
Pablo García-Campo

May 13, 2015 at 2:36 pm
ShluRaffa

May 13, 2015 at 3:59 pm
Jordan Wiebenga

May 13, 2015 at 4:45 pm
Angus Johnston

May 13, 2015 at 4:50 pm
Bob

She answered in her facebook 

Oh boy, so full of errors and smack talk,
you’ll get your *rse handed to you
fo’sho.

Just gonna leave this here

Sommers’ response was posted while I
was on campus teaching this morning.
I’ll have a reply soon.

Her response here:

This Facebook post is no longer available. It may have been

removed or the privacy settings of the post may have changed.

Help Center

This Facebook post is no longer available. It may have been

removed or the privacy settings of the post may have changed.

Help Center

This Facebook post is no longer available. It may have been

removed or the privacy settings of the post may have changed.

Help Center

http://www.facebook.com/1189651077
http://emailunknown.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/100000545836218
http://studentactivism.net/
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/embedded-posts/
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/embedded-posts/
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/embedded-posts/
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Marcel Weiher

A couple of points:

1. The disagreement is over two surveys with
conflicting results

You have given zero reasons why the CDC survey should be preferred. Even
had Mrs. Sommers given no reasons whatsoever whatsoever for preferring
the NCVS results, that would not make here a “rape denialist”, just a person
who prefers a different official survey than you do.

Now she *does* give reasons for preferring the NCVS results, but you have
to explain why giving reasons when this isn’t even requires makes her a
“denialist”

2. There is no reason for NOT preferring the NCVS numbers

You have given zero reasons why the NCVS results are invalid. Are the
Census Bureau, the U.S. Department of Justice and the National Archive of
Criminal Justice Data all “rape denialists”? If yes, why? If not, why is
someone who simply accepts those data as close(r) to the truth a “rape
denialist”?

3. Multi-year extrapolation

You cannot simply take single year data and multiply by number of years, as
the events are not uncorrelated. Previous victimization is a strong indicator of
future victimization, so simply multiplying will overstate the number of
victims (though not the number of incidents).

4. “Crisis” is real

You claim that there is a “rape crisis”, which is “real”. Let’s have a quick look
at Wikipedia:

“A crisis (from the Greek κρίσις – krisis;[1] plural: “crises”; adjectival form:
“critical”) is any event that is, or is expected to lead to, an unstable and
dangerous situation affecting an individual, group, community, or whole
society.”

Implicit in “leading to an unstable or dangerous situation” is that the situation
must be getting worse somehow. Yet nothing could be further from the truth:
the incidence of rape, like most other crime, has been dropping dramatically
and consistently, depending on which statistics you use either since 1979 or
the early 1990ies.

5. Incidence of false accusations is low

You make this claim and repeat it a couple of times for emphasis, as if
repeating something with conviction makes it true. You present no evidence. I
am aware of many who repeat this claim without evidence, but I haven’t yet
seen any solid/credible evidence backing up that claim.

http://blog.metaobject.com/
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somePasserby

May 13, 2015 at 10:03 pm
Angus Johnston

May 13, 2015 at 10:10 pm
Angus Johnston

May 16, 2015 at 3:46 pm
drew

May 16, 2015 at 4:55 pm
somePasserby

I am still greatly saddened that kind host
of this fine establishment has not
provided criteria for determining a rape

“crisis”, and formal procedure for establishing when, in fact, said crisis could
be considered “over” (that is, not a crisis anymore)

For those who are reading comments but
not checking in elsewhere, I’ve posted a
reply to Sommers’ rebuttal:

https://studentactivism.net/2015/05/13/a-response-to-christina-hoff-sommers/

As for the various requests that I
quantify the scale, duration, and
endpoint of our nation’s rape crisis, I have to

admit that I find them a little odd.

First, close parsing of dictionary definitions aside, to call something a crisis
doesn’t actually imply that it’s worsening. If twenty people get killed at a
dangerous intersection in March and only eighteen get killed in April, that
doesn’t mean the crisis is over. Crises can wax and wane and remain crises.

And the idea of establishing a “formal procedure” for declaring that rape in
the United States is “not a crisis anymore” is even weirder. I mean, yeah, I
know it’s tongue-in-cheek, but we’re talking about rape here. By Sommers’
own reckoning, we’re talking about something like two hundred thousand
rapes a year.

Call it a crisis, call it not-a-crisis, but that’s a staggering number of people
getting raped. And again, that’s the absolute low-end estimate.

Disgusting leftist

There is nothing tongue in cheek in my
requiest. Not a bit.

If you have no formal quantifiable procedure for determining a “crisis” from
“not a crisis”, you end up with the preposterous notion that any rape rate
above zero is a crisis.

You may of course declare that that’s how seriously you take rape, but by that
metric, all history of humanity (bar a few tiny, anomaous tribes) is
perpetually in a state of rape crisis (also in a state of murder crisis, arson
crisis, and various other crisises of crimes and catastrophes that happen at a
rate of above zero).

That renders the term “crisis” completely pointless and hollow.

http://studentactivism.net/
http://studentactivism.net/
https://studentactivism.net/2015/05/13/a-response-to-christina-hoff-sommers/
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May 16, 2015 at 5:19 pm
Angus Johnston

May 16, 2015 at 5:49 pm
somePasserby

May 26, 2015 at 9:32 am
Andrew MacEwen

May 30, 2015 at 4:43 am
JessicaHunter

July 8, 2015 at 5:58 am
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May 9, 2016 at 7:25 pm
Collin

May 10, 2016 at 9:23 am
Angus Johnston

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sorites_paradox 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacobellis_v._Ohio 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diminishing_returns

I don’t see how SP or obscenity law
shenanigans help here (obscenity laws
should be IMO just thrown out like the

antiscientific garbage that they are, and all efforts to legaly define “obscene”
should be relegated to the dustbin of history where they belong, alongside
blashphemy laws and other ridiculous orthodoxies).

The fact that the problem is not unique to your notion of “crisis” does not
help at all.

It would be nice if you, given that you maintain that the situation is a crisis
one, were to propose a way of resolving SP as pertains to your particular
crisis claim.

A lot of words, and not a single shred of
evidence we live in a “rape culture.”
Self-hating Marxist eunuch,

She is an idiot

[…] were protesting – among other things, Hoff has
blatantly presented statistics in a way that grossly twists
the truth about reports on rape so as to make it appear to

be a significantly smaller problem than it actually is (effectively, by […]

Typical regressive idiot, unable to even
quantify his own criteria for defining a
crisis. Of course you are some sort of

humanities major too

As I said a year ago, Collin, I don’t
particularly care whether you accept the
term “crisis” or not. The word “crisis” isn’t

what should spur us to action. What should spur us to action is the hundreds
of thousands of rapes that take place every year.
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http://studentactivism.net/
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http://studentactivism.net/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sorites_paradox
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