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The father of Lizzy Seeberg, the Saint Mary's College student who committed
suicide in 2010 after accusing a Notre Dame football player of sexual assault,
said in a radio interview that ND never aggressively pursued his daughter's
case and left the family disappointed and frustrated.

"We approached ND at a time when we were very raw, very vulnerable and
very trusting, that they would live this higher standard of doing the right
thing," Tom Seeberg said in an interview Tuesday with WGWG-FM 87.7 in
Chicago. "And so it is just really the profound disappointment that something
we believed in so deeply let us down."

Former ND linebacker Prince Shembo recently acknowledged that he was the
player Seeberg accused of assault. Shembo, now an NFL prospect, insisted he
was innocent and said he wanted to come forward earlier but was told by Irish
coach Brian Kelly not to.

Tom Seeberg said Shembo's statements might help the public understand the
battle his family waged against ND in trying to learn what happened to their
daughter.

"I think the context of revealing his name maybe adds to maybe why we
certainly accused Notre Dame of conducting a superficial investigation,"
Seeberg said in the radio interview. "But maybe it adds context to why they
might conduct a superficial investigation. In a he-said-she-said matter, you
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can quickly gather forensic evidence to try to determine what happened there,
or you can let it linger like they did. Let evidence spoil."

Seeberg also defended his daughter's character and said the university and
police more aggressively investigated the 2012 case of Manti Te'o's fictitious
girlfriend than that of his dead daughter.

Shembo's identity was not publicized by the media, in part because he was
never charged with a crime.

Tom Seeberg accused Notre Dame of handing the case to prosecutors knowing
there was no chance of criminal proceedings.

"With him claiming and hitting the headlines of 'No charges filed," it gave him
an extra shield, and it gave ND some great things to pivot off of, saying, 'Hey,
there's nothing to see here," Seeberg said.

Paul Browne, a spokesman for Notre Dame, declined to specifically address
Seeberg's comments when contacted by the Chicago Tribune. But Browne
said, "Anyone who heard Mr. Seeberg today could not help but empathize and
only imagine how terrible and excruciating his loss."

Read the Chicago Tribune's full story on the interview.
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