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Our Opinion: Another option for
college sex assault victims
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Reporting a case

Victims of sex assault on the Notre Dame campus
can call the university police anytime at 574-631-
5555. But they also can call the St. Joseph County
police anytime at 574-235-9611, or the Special
Victims Unit at 574-235-7818 (weekdays during
regular business hours). An assault reported to
county police will be investigated by SVU.
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In an interview published May 10 in The
Tribune, St. Joseph County Prosecutor Ken
Cotter said that sex assault victims at the
University of Notre Dame have another option
when it comes to filing reports if they are
sexually assaulted on campus.

This is good news for students at Notre Dame
and neighboring Saint Mary’s College.

For years, students have been told that officers
with the Notre Dame Security Police
department would investigate all claims of
sexual assault on the Notre Dame campus. But
Prosecutor Cotter had a different message: Sex
assault victims are free to report their cases
directly to the St. Joseph County Special
Victims Unit and have the cases investigated by
county officers, rather than university security
police.

Reporting an assault to an outside agency takes

the investigation out of the hands of ND’s Security Police and eliminates any possibility of the
perception of a conflict of interest. We don’t question that Notre Dame employs competent, well-
trained police officers. In fact, several investigators on the Notre Dame department are former
South Bend police officers. It just makes sense that an outside agency without ties to the
university would be an effective alternative for student complaints.

SVU officers have the training and expertise to handle domestic violence, sex assault and child
abuse cases. According to annual campus crime reports that colleges are required to make public
under the federal Clery Act, a total of 30 sexual assaults, including 16 rapes, were reported at

Notre Dame from 2011 to 2013.

Like the countywide Metro Homicide Unit, the SVU is made up of detectives from South Bend,
Mishawaka and county police. But Notre Dame currently is not represented on the SVU. Having
one or more Notre Dame investigators join the unit would benefit future sex assault investigations.

There have been several controversial reports of sexual assault on Notre Dame’s campus over
the years and, fairly or unfairly, many of them have involved allegations against student athletes.
Establishing another way of investigating such reports will serve the students well and show the
university is doing everything it can to address sexual assaults on campus fairly and impartially.

More about  Notre Dame

Submit a Letter to the Editor

SPEAK OUT

The Tribune invites readers to express their views
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Due to volume, itis not possible to print all
submissions. Exceptin special circumstances, we
do not print poetry or thank-you letters. We do not
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