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Yes, there were plenty of KKK rallies when Adam Driver lived in St.
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Mishawaka High School graduate Adam Driver, left, and John David Washington appear in a scene from “BlacKkKlansman.”

AP Photo/Focus Features, DAVID LEE

https://www.southbendtribune.com/news/locall/yes-there-were-plenty-of-kkk-rallies-when-adam-driver/article_ddeafc15-d21f-5cce-beff-6e48f66a1e00.h... 1/4


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssaXUHgNVkRlB8BLBDdM7tIuPFB8VU8pq_pG0BxDpk_7ebq-F0jBbiERpk2rcNx-7ccW-Renu_sVtVts6D8loV_uPd41XezwSWoUZOc9KhVCiovIi-uD1an17QjA0-BL5UnLeSAHdJBoWty9nT6yEVPVXzM4i7vvqbZE3M5J7o9evjUNcpwuyX2hoqKK4rhg7VrJ5un1EMklxQkeEYDCFqKgtxYl--bF6AEUFM5fQyy8fk6OPxDmWPGmF7nKay0V87e3bMmyjym5AI&sai=AMfl-YSuG6IuYlm94UEbRfWom9A5nqkTGtXthuAHeBBcOvx7Ff9NFPFuXaWtbpeG2_9I-WNRardMEplY-cdzp8eipqD10shSiyV8FWqioFRLi1vP7NxlKelvahpUkh9Z&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBOMYg4CCRKC&adurl=https://www.potawatomizoo.org/
https://www.southbendtribune.com/users/profile/Havens%20family

8/21/2018 Yes, there were plenty of KKK rallies when Adam Driver lived in St. Joseph County | Local | southbendtribune.com
Two Indiana historians expressed doubt about Adam Driver's memories of Ku Klux Klan activity during his

upbringing in Indiana, but history may actually be on the actor's side.

Driver, a 2001 Mishawaka High School graduate, appears in Spike Lee's new film, "BlackkKlansman" as a
police officer who helps infiltrate a local chapter of the white supremacist group. A recent USA Today story

about the movie quoted Driver saying the following:

"If anything, | was more aware of it as a kid growing up in Indiana, because there were always Klan rallies,

like, every summer. There were people in the Klan in our neighborhood."

A Monday story in the Indianapolis Star, picked up by The Associated Press on Tuesday, quoted the director
of education at The History Museum in South Bend and an emeritus professor of history at Indiana

University casting doubt on Driver's claims.

James H. Madison, the IU professor emeritus, was quoted as doubting Driver had seen many rallies, if any.

Travis Childs of The History Museum agreed Driver was likely misremembering, telling The Star, "If they

were as active as he said there were active, they'd have been in the paper every other week."

Klansmen and other hate group members, it turns out, were frequently in the pages of The Tribune and on

the airwaves of local television stations quite a bit in that era.

Driver moved to Mishawaka from California at the age of 7. Less than a year-and-a-half later, on April 17,
1992, six men attacked a black couple and their infant arriving home on North Huey Street in South Bend.
They shot the door with a shotgun, pulled down the porch awning and broke in, shouting, "We are the Ku
Klux Klan," according to a Tribune story. The men were later sent to prison for the crimes, with the case

garnering news coverage.

On Dec. 21, 1993, four white men claiming affiliation with a group called White Brotherhood set out to find
a black woman to rob in South Bend, killing Cathy Long in the process. They were given prison sentences of

60, 60, 20 and 15 years. That incident also drew media coverage.

As for rallies, Tribune archives show five KKK rallies between October 1993 and May 2001 in Knox, Goshen,
Elkhart and South Bend. That's in addition to two KKK protests in Goshen in May and June 1998, stemming
from a white student being made to remove a shirt with an offensive racial slur.

And then there was the Loy farm in Osceola.
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Railton Loy, who sometimes went by the alias Rey Larson, claimed to be the head of the National Knights of

the Ku Klux Klan. He and his son Richard held many events at their property.

Aside from neighbors complaining it had become a regular shooting range and training ground, as well as
launching point for various incidents of harassment and intimidation, the farm was the site of more than 15
rallies and similar events between December 2000 and February 2007, according to Tribune archives. Those

events included bookings every April, August and December for three or four years.

Most notoriously, the farm hosted a "White Pride Fest" from 2000 to 2007. That event drew attendees such
as Matt Hale, founder of a white supremacist group that had a follower go on a two-state shooting spree in

July 1999. Hale was later convicted of conspiring to have a federal judge killed.
Childs, who moved to the area from central Indiana in 1999, said he is not above admitting a mistake.

"I stand corrected," Childs told The Tribune on Tuesday, saying he hadn't had adequate time to research
the issue before making his statement to The Star. "l was shocked. | would never have guessed there were

that many events. Shocked and saddened."

Childs said he regrets that people who read the interview from outside of Indiana will develop a negative

impression of the state, and of the Mishawaka area specifically.

"You can't lie, though," he said. "You can't deny ... that they were here. Indiana was the backbone of the

KKK for a lot of years" early in the 20th century.
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