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White Men Have Committed More Mass Shootings than Any
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The deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history was shocking in its scale — but it wasn't a surprise

that it was committed by a white male.

Statistics show that since 1982, the majority of mass shootings — 54 percent — were committed

by white men, according to data from Mother Jones. Black people were the second largest

perpetrators of mass shootings based on ethnic background, but only accounted for roughly 16

percent of the total incidents during the same time period.

The average age of the shooters was 35, however, making the perpetrator in Las Vegas, 64-year-

old Stephen Paddock, somewhat of an outlier. It is too early to say if mental illness played a role in

Paddock's case, but it has in a number of mass shootings, though it is perhaps too frequently

pointed to as the primary cause. 

Other research suggests white men commit mass shootings out of a sense of entitlement. 

James Holmes, for example, had failed out of his PhD program when he opened fire in a movie

theater in Aurora, Colorado. Dylann Roof was unemployed when he gunned down nine people at

the end of a prayer service in a Charteston, South Carolina church. 

"There's a feeling of entitlement that white men have that black men don't," criminologist James

Alan Fox told The Washington Post in 2012. "They often complain that their job was taken by

blacks or Mexicans or Jews. They feel that a well-paid job is their birthright. It's a blow to their

psyche when they lose that. . . . If you're a member of a group that hasn't historically experienced

unemployment, there's a far greater stigma to [losing a job] than those who have."

But others say it's hard to point to any single factor in terms of why white men have comitted most

mass shootings. 

"There are pieces of the puzzle, and you put them all on the jigsaw board, and you're still going to

have a big hole there. What I do know is that violent behavior — whether it's serious violence or

minor violence in populations — is never just one thing. It's not a one thing problem. It's going to

be an accumulation of things, kind of a whole cocktail of factors," Jeffrey Swanson, professor in

psychiatry and behavioral sciences at Duke University, told CNN after the Charleston shooting. 
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The high number of white men committing mass shootings is also explained, at least in part, by

the fact white people make up a majority of the U.S. population (63 percent) and men are more

likely to commit violent crime in general: In the U.S., 98 percent of mass shootings and 90 percent

of all murders are committed by men.   
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