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Key Points
■■ Marriage exists to bring a man 
and a woman together as hus-
band and wife to be father and 
mother to any children their union 
produces.
■■ Marriage is based on the truth 
that men and women are comple-
mentary, the biological fact that 
reproduction depends on a man 
and a woman, and the reality that 
children need both a mother and 
a father.
■■ Marriage is society’s least 
restrictive means of ensuring the 
well-being of children. Marital 
breakdown weakens civil society 
and limited government.
■■ Government recognizes marriage 
because it benefits society in a 
way that no other relationship 
does.
■■ Government can treat people 
equally and respect their liberty 
without redefining marriage.
■■ Redefining marriage would 
further distance marriage from 
the needs of children and deny 
the importance of mothers and 
fathers; weaken monogamy, 
exclusivity, and permanency, the 
norms through which marriage 
benefits society; and threaten 
religious liberty.

Abstract
Marriage is based on the truth that 
men and women are complementary, 
the biological fact that reproduction 
depends on a man and a woman, and 
the reality that children need a mother 
and a father. Redefining marriage 
does not simply expand the existing 
understanding of marriage; it rejects 
these truths. Marriage is society’s 
least restrictive means of ensuring the 
well-being of children. By encourag-
ing the norms of marriage—monogamy, 
sexual exclusivity, and permanence—
the state strengthens civil society and 
reduces its own role. The future of this 
country depends on the future of mar-
riage. The future of marriage depends 
on citizens understanding what it is 
and why it matters and demanding 
that government policies support, not 
undermine, true marriage.

At the heart of the current debates 
about same-sex marriage are 

three crucial questions: What is mar-
riage, why does marriage matter for 
public policy, and what would be the 
consequences of redefining marriage 
to exclude sexual complementarity?

Marriage exists to bring a man 
and a woman together as husband 
and wife to be father and mother to 
any children their union produces. It 
is based on the anthropological truth 
that men and women are different 
and complementary, the biological 
fact that reproduction depends on 
a man and a woman, and the social 
reality that children need both a 
mother and a father. Marriage pre-
dates government. It is the funda-
mental building block of all human 
civilization. Marriage has public 
purposes that transcend its private 
purposes. This is why 41 states, with 
good reason, affirm that marriage is 
between a man and a woman.

Government recognizes marriage 
because it is an institution that ben-
efits society in a way that no other 
relationship does. Marriage is soci-
ety’s least restrictive means of ensur-
ing the well-being of children. State 
recognition of marriage protects 
children by encouraging men and 
women to commit to each other and 
take responsibility for their children. 
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