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On abortion, Catholic ND gets only marginal grades

By PAUL WITKOWSKI

For more than 10 years, the University of Notre Dame has received specified-use benefaction
from a few pro-life advocates who feel that abortion is the most exigent cultural and Catholic
issue of our time. However, administrative apathy and reluctance to defend the unborn predate
such generosity, and a record of institutional acquiescence to unlevied competing interests is
disheartening. A well-advertised eagerness to embrace the trendy schemes and crusades
promoted by its secular-progressive subculture likewise casts the university as a follower, not the
Catholic leader portrayed in its half-time infomercials.

In an Observer article Dec. 2, 2004, Michael Busk described a revealing confrontation that
occurred in March 1993 between former university President the Rev. Edward A. Malloy and
frustrated right-to-life undergraduates. When pressed by the latter for support, Malloy advised
that he would express his views on abortion in his own way. He remained silent.

In 2004, a malicious opposition destroyed pro-life symbols on campus. Students from Notre
Dame Right to Life and from The Irish Rover (Oct. 15, 2004) beseeched Malloy and his
surrogates under the dome at least to admonish the vandals. Leaders of America’'s most visible
Catholic university refused. Concurrently, the university praised and hired defiantly pro-choice
Catholic politician and Notre Dame graduate, former Indiana Gov. Joe Kernan, to teach a class,
announcing on its Web site that "Joe remains deeply committed to the university and its ideals.”

The unborn have fared no better during the administration of current university President the
Rev. John Jenkins. Last year, Notre Dame awarded its prestigious Laetare Medal to one of those
"personally opposed" pro-choice Catholics, Martin Sheen. An outspoken icon of pro-choice
publishing, Cathleen P. Black, president of Hearst Publishing, retained her prized seat on the
university board of trustees. By sharing its Internet domain and related copyrights, Notre Dame
continued to support a faculty fringe group called ND Watch and its blatant pro-abortion
mischief. Thirty-five hundred abortions occur in this country daily, at all stages of fetal maturity.
The implications of the recent national election for this ongoing holocaust are ominous. A report
in The Irish Rover by Gabby Speach and Kevin Donohue (Nov. 3, 2008) suggests, as measured
by campaign contributions, that this matters less to a lopsided faculty majority than does its
elitist vision of social progress. In mock elections, students with similar preferences comprise a
lesser majority.

One must wonder if some of our undergraduates have unwittingly joined a merciless army that is
poised to declare war on the unborn. Barack Obama, who will be inaugurated today as president
of the United States, owes many debts to the abortion and human embryo experimentation
lobbies and has clearly stated his intention to satisfy them.

In "Obama's Abortion Extremism" (The Public Discourse, Oct. 14, 2008), Princeton University

professor Robert George describes for Catholics in chilling detail the possible intended or
unintended consequences of progressive government during the next eight years. These include
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up to six abortion-friendly Supreme Court nominations, repeal of the Hyde Amendment and
passage of the odious Freedom of Choice Act.

Apologists for this cultural decline include Catholic educators and Catholic politicians. All offer
creative explanations to support their positions. However, George exposes their faux logic with
scholarly precision. Notre Dame professors Gerard Bradley (with Robert George, National
Review Online, Oct. 12, 2004) and Charles Rice (The Observer, Oct. 28, 2004) similarly debunk
common claims about the proportionality of other issues.

A classic example of the aforementioned creativity is the op-ed in The New York Times on Oct.
11, 2004, by former Notre Dame Dean of Arts and Letters Mark Roche. Three weeks before a
national election, he offered a timely complement to the prototypical Cuomo doctrine, ironically
first propounded in a 1984 speech at Notre Dame by then-New York Gov. Mario Cuomo. The
Times clearly noted Roche's standing at Notre Dame.Cuomo had tediously eliminated matters of
religious morality from conscience when forging public policy. In so doing, he also favorably
adjusted the political calculus for himself and other Catholic Democrats. As the two major parties
continued to polarize on abortion, ideologues such as Roche had to provide additional cover for
Catholics who either support or represent the political infrastructure of unfettered abortion rights.
He therefore cleverly deflected attention from the intrinsic evil of executing unborn innocents by
suggesting offsetting benefits of a liberal political agenda. U.S. Rep. Joe Donnelly, D-Granger,
another Notre Dame graduate, has adopted a similar theme.

Public figures with Notre Dame connections have obfuscated an otherwise clear and compelling
Catholic position on the transcending value of unborn life, which Pope John Paul Il superbly
affirmed in his encyclical, "Evangelium Vitae" (March 25, 1995). That position receives less
publicized support at Notre Dame, and is without the administrative and institutional commitment
worthy of a Catholic university. Nevertheless, there are signs of hope that unborn children will
receive a stronger advocacy at Notre Dame.

Recognition is due the following: 1) undergraduates at Notre Dame Right to Life for their zealous
and indefatigable defense of the unborn; 2) undergraduates at The Irish Rover for offering an
unvarnished reassessment of the generally accepted Notre Dame image; 3) vocal pro-life faculty
members, most notably the distinguished professors Charles Rice, Ralph McInerny and Gerard
Bradley, for eloquently defending the weakest and most vulnerable among us; 4) Professor
David Solomon et al. at the Center for Ethics and Culture for elevating the discourse on campus
concerning abortion; and 5) William Dempsey et al. at unaffiliated Project Sycamore for
advocating a balance of faculty scholarship more in concord with the stated Catholic mission of
the university.

If the University of Notre Dame continues to make claims about its "Catholic character,” it must
demonstrate fearless institutional leadership and affirmative action on critical Catholic issues
such as abortion. As it deliberates, it should spare pro-life advocates the usual hypnotic
recitations about diversity and academic freedom. We get it. However, we also know that true
leadership involves risk, including the risk of displeasing a liberal faculty or that of slipping a
notch in the secular rankings of "best" universities.

Paul Witkowski is a retired physician and 1965 graduate of the University of Notre Dame.
He lives in Granger.
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